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    The Chicago Chapter requests state legislator support of Senate Bill 1990 
  The Public has a Right to Safety -Restore Community Health Equity 
THE PURPOSE of Illinois Nurse Practice Act (NPA) states that only qualified persons be authorized to practice nursing in the state.  The Purpose is to protect the public regulating nursing education and licensure “qualifies” one to practice nursing.                                                                                                                                                                              
PROFESSIONS, OCCUPATIONS, AND BUSINESS OPERATIONS
(225 ILCS 65/) Nurse Practice Act. (225 ILCS 65/50-5) (was 225 ILCS 65/5-5) Section 50-5. Legislative purpose. The practice of professional and practical nursing in the State of Illinois is hereby declared to affect the public health, safety, and welfare and to be subject to regulation and control in the public interest. It is further declared to be a matter of public interest and concern that the practice of nursing, as defined in this Act, merit and receive the confidence of the public and that only qualified persons be authorized to so practice in the State of Illinois. This Act shall be liberally construed to best carry out these subjects and purposes.       http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs5.asp?ActID=1312&ChapterID=24                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Something dramatically changed in the 2017 NPA: registered nurse “delegation” language was amended in the Illinois Nurse Practice Act. The law now allows nurses to delegate nursing to non-nurses as “nursing interventions “UNSUPERVISED in the Community setting (i.e., Clinics and schools). The term “qualified” requires completion of an approved nursing program’ “authorized” refers to passing a nurse licensing examination. Non-nurses possess neither education nor licensure to practice nursing interventions.  The 2017 NPA delegation language no longer requires nursing education and licensure to practice nursing interventions, this is a breach of the public’s safety and health access inequity. 
    Groundwork to deregulate the Illinois Nurse Practice Act began in 2014 with PA 098-0990
· The Licensed Medication Aide Pilot - Public Act (PA) 098-0990 passed in 2014. Rules determined the Pilot would run from 2016 to June 2019, followed by an evaluation of the Pilot with a Report for state legislators.                                                                                                                   
· PA 098-0990 Pilot failed with only 4 participants statewide over the 3 years.  With no significant data from PA 098-0990 Pilot, ANA-Illinois pre-emptively lobbied and passed new delegation language in the 2017 Nurse Practice Act allowing nurses to delegate “nursing interventions” to uneducated, unlicensed, and unregulated non-nurses including medication administration in the “community setting” which includes clinics and schools.  
· ANA-Illinois proposed untested models of nursing practice in 2017 without evidence, allowing unlicensed persons to perform nursing interventions. Preempting the Illinois General Assembly awaited the evaluation of PA 098-0990 in December 2019 on the safety of minimally trained persons to perform nursing is contrary public safety.
· The 2017 NPA created healthcare disparity allowing non-nurses to practice nursing interventions unsupervised in Community settings.  The law demands only qualified (educated) be authorized (licensed) persons to practice!    
FACTS:  
· The Illinois Nursing Workforce Center states there is no state-wide nursing shortage.
· There is no evidence- based study to support that minimally trained or untrained persons are equal to or safer than licensed educated nurses.
· IL Pilot PA 098-0990 failed - 4 non-nurse participants is not a data set to measure if they were “safe”.                                                                                                            
THE REMEDY: Illinois Senate Bill 1990 
Restore that only qualified & authorized persons practice as nurses as stated in the “Purpose” of the NPA.   Restore that only individuals with nursing education, hold a valid nursing license perform nursing interventions including medication administration across all settings. The Public has a Right to be Safe.  Restore health equity. 
    Restores the robust 2007 NPA definition of “registered professional nurse”& the role of the RN in the nursing process &                medication administration;  
     Restores the 2007 NPA definition of “task” which clearly defines work delegated by the RN to personnel not requiring nursing knowledge; 
    Removes language allowing RNs to delegate complex nursing work like medication administration to uneducated non-nurse personnel. 
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