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      2017 Illinois Nurse Practice Act Delegation Changes Survey 

The 2017 Illinois Nurse Practice Act (NPA) created changes in registered nurse delegation language that allow registered nurses to delegate "nursing interventions" which is defined as "any treatment based on clinical nursing judgement or knowledge that a nurse performs" to unlicensed, uneducated personnel in the Community based settings - unsupervised.  Raising awareness to initiate legislative corrective action is at hand.
 
The changes in delegation have lowered the standard requiring education and licensure authorization to perform nursing interventions in Illinois Community-based settings creating healthcare disparity for the public within the law. These changes were made without evidence of impact to patient safety! 

There are two scopes of practice for registered nurses to deliver care which is confusing and inconsistent with the Act's Legislative purpose.  No longer is it required that a registered nurse perform nursing interventions in the Community setting. Such delegation language of nursing interventions includes medication administration and other such undefined nursing interventions which can be performed unsupervised by non-nurses in designated Community settings.
 
The Chicago Chapter National Black Nurses Association (CCNBNA) seek to restore safe delegation language back into the Illinois Nurse Practice Act through the legislative process. CCNBNA believes the current 2017 NPA nurse delegation language fails to align with the "Legislative purpose" of the Illinois Nurse Practice Act:
"Sec. 50-5. Legislative purpose. The practice of professional and practical nursing in the State of Illinois is hereby declared to affect the public health, safety, and welfare and to be subject to regulation and control in the public interest. It is further declared to be a matter of public interest and concern that the practice of nursing, as defined in this Act, merit and receive the confidence of the public and that only qualified persons be authorized to so practice in the State of Illinois. This Act shall be liberally construed to best carry out these subjects and purposes."
 
Please take our 2017 Illinois Nurse Practice Act Delegation Changes survey. All participants remain anonymous. This survey is designed to educate and motivate nurse constituents to be aware of their grassroots power to educate their state legislators to vote to restore public safety in the NPA. Ours is a representative democracy and the role of state government officials is to vote on all policy. Nurse constituents have a duty to protect the public and that can be accomplished by educating their elected officials on what is good health policy.  Engaging in the legislative process is but another form of patient advocacy.  Thank you.                                                                                                Questions email Pam Robbins MSN, RN CCNBNA Health Policy at pamrobbins4265@gmail.com 

Use this link https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/D5NQPZY    or, 

QR Code for easy download of our survey to your electronic device! Please Share!
Step One: Open your camera on your phone or electronic device 
Step Two:  Hover your camera phone over QR Code
Step Three:  Take our 5-minute survey! Survey is open until August 31, 2022
Check the CCNBNA web site for info & updates  https://chicagochapternbna.org/ 
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