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       Prepare for your state legislator visit on state policy issues:
       The Illinois state legislators vote on state policy issues!

Make sure that you discuss appropriate legislation with the appropriate legislator!

             Are you registered to vote in Illinois?  https://www.elections.il.gov/votingandregistrationsystems/register.aspx 
Discuss state issues with members of your state legislature (state House of Representatives and state Senators).
Locate the correct bill on the Illinois State General Assembly Website www.ilga.gov 
Locate your state legislators (state Senator & state House Representative) https://www.illinoispolicy.org/maps/
Multiple resource downloads available on Chicago Chapter nurses’ web site: https://chicagochapternbna.org/

· Send ahead our Factsheet to their Springfield (or home District) office – the best way for the legislator to be prepared is to send them the bill you wish to discuss before your meeting – your objective is to “make the ask” for their support for the bill.  
· Make your position known up front to when you make the call for your visit appointment, to prepare their staff and the legislator on what you will be speaking to them about at your visit. 
· Share if you are a part of an organization. 
· You should have a business card to identify who you are, your credentials, affiliation with nursing organizations, address, phone number & email. 

Prepare a written interview agenda of topics to cover - practice it and take it to the meeting. Include:

· Introductions.  
· Introduce yourself and any others accompanying you! 
· Share if you’re a member of an organization & a nurse!  (i.e. Chicago Chapter National Black Nurses Association).
· Explain the purpose of your meeting to the legislator at the beginning of the meeting for example: “I’d like to discuss Senate Bill 1990, amending the Illinois Nurse Practice Act restoring safety to nursing delegation.” 
Meetings usually last 20 or so minutes.

· Identify your concerns/position on the issue/bill.  Use an example that you are familiar with to explain why the bill is needed to pass.  Public safety is a broad comment, please explain to your state legislator, in your own words, using your own workplace, experience and knowledge as a nurse constituent your expert opinion & observations i.e. use of unlicensed, unregulated non-nurses performing nursing interventions such as medication administration and potential of risk to public in Community settings (clinics and schools). Remind legislator “the public” is your family, their family, as well as their constituents as potential patients in the Community setting. 

· Make the “Ask” of the legislator for his/her support for your position/proposed bill.
· Ask for their co-sponsorship of the bill.
· Answer questions if any, be their nurse constituent expert resource as the bill proceeds through the legislative process.  Others may have an opposing opinion of your bill.  Your opinion is relevant as an expert in nursing!   
· Thank them for their time.  Leave legislator a factsheet and your contact information. 
· Follow up with them. Keep them apprised of the bill’s path.
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